
 





One Hundred Fifty-Seventh Commencement Exercises 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Commencement Ceremony 
Date: Saturday, May 6th 
Time: 11:00 a.m. 
Venue/Location: “The Grand Lawn” on the campus of Rust College 

 
We are delighted to announce that we plan to celebrate this year’s Commencement in-person and welcome 
family, guests, and the entire Rust College community.  During the historic weekend, we will not only cele-
brate the Class of 2023, but we will also celebrate the Golden Anniversary Class of 1973, both Rust College 
and Mississippi Industrial, as well as the Silver Anniversary Class of 1998 (Rust College) respectively. 
 
Question:  What are the plans for the One Hundred Fifty-Seventh Commencement? 
 
May 1-5, 2023 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Graduates pick-up academic regalia 
Registrar’s office 
 
May 4, 2023 
Commencement Rehearsal (graduates) 
7:00 p.m. 
Lawn in front of the McCoy Administration Building 
 
Friday, May 5 
Senior Service of Blessing and Consecration 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Venue/Location: Doxey-Morehouse Auditorium 
 
Class Photograph with President Taylor 
6:30 p.m. 
Immediately following the Consecration Service 
Lawn in front of McCoy Administration Building 
 
Graduation Reception 
Date: Friday, May 5, 2023 
Time: Immediately following Photograph 
 
Alumni Registration & Robe Pickup 
Date: Friday, May 5, 2023 
Time: 10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Frances Hathorne College Relations Center (Alumni Building) 

 
Please contact the Interim Vice-President for Academic Affairs, Robert Dixon, PhD at  

rdixon@rustcollege.edu for additional information 

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE 
INTERIM VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 



FROM THE OFFICE OF THE INTERIM VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

Question: Are students required to attend exit counseling or secure other College clearances to partici-
pate in commencement?  
Answer: Yes. 
Senior Clearances Signature Cards will be issued to all prospective graduates beginning April 24th in the Of-
fice of the Registrar. You must submit the completed clearance card to the Office of the Registrar to retrieve 
your graduation tickets and academic regalia. NO EXCEPTIONS!! 
 
Exit Interview with President Taylor: The mass exit interview with President Ivy R. Taylor will occur im-
mediately following the rehearsal on May 4th. The meeting will take place in the Doxey-Morehouse Auditori-
um. The interview with the President is mandatory. The meeting will also include a representative from the 
Rust College International Alumni Association.  
 
Financial Aid / Loan Exit Counseling: Counseling begins on April 7th and will continue until April 21st. 
Please visit www.studentaid.gov. For more information, please contact Benita Marion Ivy at 
bivy@rustcollege.edu. Mrs. Ivy will be happy to assist you with completing this crucial step with the United 
States Department of Education. 
 
Career Services “Beyond the Bachelor’s Counseling”: Please arrange a time to confer with the Career 
Planning & Development Office prior to graduation to ensure that you are registered with the Handshake da-
tabase to learn about job opportunities and to receive assistance with refining your resume. Please contact Ms. 
Dina Givens at dngivens@rustcollege.edu or visit the Career Planning and Development Office on the second 
floor of the Administrative Building between April 10th – May 1st. 
 
Housing Clearance: Graduating seniors will have until Monday, May 8th by 12 noon to move out and com-
plete the check – out process. Residents are required to use the app “BookedIn” to schedule an appointment to 
have your room checked on the day you plan to check out of the residence hall. Residents must turn in their 
key and vacate the residence hall at that time. Also, you have the option to set up an appointment directly with 
your hall director. All residents who fail to checkout properly and turn in a key will be charged a fine of $50. 
 
Question: How do I order my cap and gown?  
Answer: The Office of the Registrar has already ordered graduation caps, gowns, tassels based on the infor-
mation that you provided on your graduation application. Students may retrieve their caps, gowns, and tassels 
from the Office of the Registrar in the Administrative Building from May 1st – May 5th between 9:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m.  
 
Library Clearance: Please go to the library starting on April 24th to be cleared of any book fines. You will 
need to speak to Ms. Wanda Pegues, and she will direct you in what to do next.  
 
Question: Is graduation a ticketed event? Are children allowed to attend?  
Answer: This is your day! Students are allowed to invite as many family members and friends, including 
children, as they want. However, each graduate will receive four tickets guaranteeing access to premium seat-
ing. We will reserve special seating near the stage. You may retrieve your tickets upon picking up your cap 
and gown in the Office of the Registrar. Guests without tickets are allowed to sit in the general admission 
seating area on “The Great Lawn.” These seats will be available on a first – come, first – serve basis. Guests 
are encouraged to arrive as early as 9:00 a.m. The College made the calculated decision to host commence-
ment in an outdoor setting to ensure compliance with existing COVID – 19 protocols. We cannot predict the 
weather conditions despite our best efforts. We will provide waterproof ponchos at no cost to guests should it 
rain during the ceremony.  

http://www.studentaid.gov
mailto:bivy@rustcollege.edu
mailto:dngivens@rustcollege.edu


FROM THE OFFICE OF THE INTERIM VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

Question: Will the College provide official graduation pictures? 
Answer: Yes. The College has hired a professional photographer to capture the memorable pictures from the 
ceremony. Additional information will be provided about how to obtain the images from the graduation.  
 
Question: I have not satisfied all academic requirements necessary to graduate. Am I allowed to partic-
ipate in Commencement?  
Answer: That will be a decision for the Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. Robert Dixon. Please con-
tact his office.  
 
Question: Can I owe a balance and be allowed to participate in Commencement? 
Answer: No.  All balances must be cleared with the Business Office by end-of-day on April 26, 2023. 
 
Question: How do I retrieve my diploma? 
Answer: Students will receive their degree covers during the ceremony. The actual degree can be picked up 
immediately after the Commencement Convocation on the first floor of the McCoy Administration building.  
Please enter through the side door near Gross Hall, retrieve your degree, and exit the building through the end 
door near the plaza. 
 
Question: Am I allowed to decorate my graduation cap (mortarboard)? 
Answer: Yes. Students may retrieve mortarboards from the office of the Registrar as early as April 25th. The 
mortarboard cannot contain any advertisement, symbols, abbreviations, initials, words, slogans, patches or 
pictures that refer to drugs or controlled substances, tobacco, alcohol, or weapons or be of a sexual nature; 
Denote an affiliation with gangs or which advocate drug use, violence, illegal activity, or disruptive behavior 
which is detrimental to the safety and welfare of other students; Be obscene, profane, vulgar, or lewd; Include 
numbers other than graduation year; Only flat, top area of the mortarboard may be decorated. Please note that 
decorations must be flat on the surface of the cap, 3-D creations are prohibited. Mortarboards that violate this 
policy will be confiscated for the duration of the ceremony. Confiscated mortarboards will be returned to 
graduates after the ceremony. Men remove their mortarboards for the invocation and again during the bene-
diction. Women do not remove their mortarboards. If you are a graduating senior who wants Ms. Tanya Kelly 
Kirk to decorate your mortarboard you will have to contact her directly. 
 
Question: What is the proper attire to wear beneath my academic regalia? 
Answer: Students should dress in appropriate attire under their academic regalia. It is suggested that men 
wear dress slacks, a button – up shirt and tie; women may wear either dress slacks and a blouse or a day dress. 
 
Question: Am I required to participate in graduation rehearsal? 
Answer: Yes. Students who do not attend graduation rehearsal may not be permitted to participate in com-
mencement. We will have one graduation rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 4th. 
 
Question: Will Rust College livestream the commencement via YouTube or other social media plat-
forms? 
Answer: Yes. We will stream the commencement via the Rust College platforms below.  

 
YouTube: RustCollege  

Facebook: @rcbearcats1866  
Simulcast: Rust College Radio Station WURC 88.1 FM  

Website: www.rustcollege.edu 
 

http://www.rustcollege.edu


COMMENCEMENT PARKING 

 
The front entrance to campus on Rust Avenue will be closed to all traffic.  Access to campus can be gained 
only through the back gates.  The Highway 78 traffic will enter through the gate near the BCS building.  The 
Randolph Street traffic will come through the physical plant gate. 
 
Parking is available: 

 
 Gross and Davage-Smith Hall parking lots 
 Front of the BCS building 
 Behind the Leontyne Price Library 
 Front of the McMillan Multi-Purpose building (gym) 
 E. L. Rust Hall parking lot 
 Behind the Mass Communications Center (cafeteria) 
 Behind the Beckley Conference Center 

 
OVERFLOW PARKING  will be available on the Mississippi Industrial College campus. 
 
HSPD and Rust College Safety and Compliance Officers will be on-site to assist with parking and traffic 
flow. 



 

What’s happening in academics 

The Division of Mathematics and Science partnered with the Illinois Institute of Technology, the Office of 
Career Services and the Office of Admissions and Recruitment to present a discussion featuring mathemati-
cians as part of a series for RUST students to hear from professionals discussing the skills and education need-
ed for success in their chosen fields..  To view, click on the link below: 

https://www.facebook.com/RCBEARCATS1866/videos/891644388579699 

https://www.facebook.com/RCBEARCATS1866/videos/891644388579699


 

What’s happening in academics 

Rust College Senior Shawn Hannah, Named the BSW Student of The Year 
 

Shawn Hannah, a graduating senior, social work major, has been named the 
2023 BSW Student of the Year.   
 
Annually, one student from each accredited social work program in the state is 
nominated to receive the NASW-Mississippi Social Work Student of the Year 
Award. Each student is recognized for outstanding academic achievement, com-
mitment to the Code of Ethics, leadership on and off campus, political and legis-
lative engagement, and contribution to a positive image of the social work pro-
fession.  She was honored at a ceremony on 
March 23rd in Jackson, MS. 
 
Ms. Hannah was bestowed this honor from 

among her peers from BSW colleges and universities across Mississippi.  
“She has been an outstanding student during her tenure at Rust College.  I 
have known Mrs. Hannah over the past 3 years, as her professor, advisor and 
as Chair of the Social Work Department. She is dedicated to the field of so-
cial work and consistently exhibits the utmost respect for clients, teachers, 
students, and her community. She takes her education seriously,” said Depart-
ment Chair Debra Butler. 
 
The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) is the largest member-
ship organization of professional social workers in the world. NASW works 
to enhance the professional growth and development of its members, to create and maintain professional stand-
ards for social workers, and to advance sound social policies. 
 

Rust College Professor Emeritus Receives Social Work Pioneer Award 
 

The National Association of Social Workers – Mississippi Chapter has named Rust College Professor Emeri-
tus Dr. Gemma Beckley, a Social Work Pioneer.    
 
The NASW Social Work Pioneer Program recognizes those who have contributed to the evolution and enrich-

ment of social work and who serve as role models for future generations of so-
cial workers.  Beckley was among those individuals honored at the 41st Annual 
Conference, March 23 – 24, 2023, in Jackson, MS. 
 
Dr. Beckley is a well-read and well-traveled scholar who has provided a wealth 
of knowledge and skill to the field of social work at Rust College and across sev-
eral other colleges and universities including studying abroad. She retired from 
the position of chair and teaching in the social work department in 2020 after 
having served in those positions a combination of over 30 years.  
 
Dr. Beckley is truly a social work pioneer and a trailblazer in the truest sense. 
When others say it can’t be done, she says, “oh yes it can, and I will,” said Divi-
sion Chair Debra Butler. 
 
Beckley has been the initiator of “first” in several ventures. While at Rust Col-

lege, she took the lead in the accreditation process of the Social Work Program in 2000.  The program has 
been continually reaffirmed since then. She was instrumental in the establishment of the Rust College first So-
cial Service Agency - the Families First Resource Center, funded by the Mississippi Department of Human 
Services. This center serves as a hands-on experiential learning laboratory for students.   



 

ATHLETICS’ AWARDS RECEPTION 



 

 

 

 

ATHLETICS’ AWARDS RECEPTION 



 

HONORS & AWARDS ASSEMBLY 2023 



 

 

Alpha kappa mu honor society induction 





By Their Fruits Ye Shall Know Them 

 

CONGRATULATIONS BEARCATS!!!! 

Congratulations to the 2023 GCAC Baseball Regular Season Champions!  The Bearcats swept the series 
against Oakwood Sunday afternoon to notch the No. 1 seed in the 2023 Hope Credit Union GCAC Baseball 
Championship. 
 
Ready to see the Bearcats in action in Jackson?  Make sure to visit the GCAC site: www.gcaconf.com to pur-
chase your tickets! 
 

http://www.gcaconf.com/?fbclid=IwAR0XUOW64MVgRaInPXgsvMP19bewkVmkFdjlo6dXhEEEh5ubmqdYo5EC4oM


By Their Fruits Ye Shall Know Them 

 

CHAMPIONS... 

We are days away from the 2023 Hope Credit Union GCAC Baseball Championship in Jackson, MS at 
Hank Aaron Sports Academy!  

Make sure to take a look at this year’s UPDATED bracket and also visit our site: www.gcaconf.com to 
purchase your tickets today 

http://www.gcaconf.com/?fbclid=IwAR23nDJZBCauEEZKyi5MEH17-mbBq9CHb8YzZ-LK2wE4LN5nWjRF4NDkU6g


 

 
President Ivy R. Taylor joins alumni, Dr. Leslie McLemore and Chris Snell at the Dedica-
tion of the Fannie Lou Hamer Plaque in Kilmichael, MS.  Also attending the event was Civil 
Rights Activist James Meredith. 
 

PRESIDENT AND ALUMNI ON THE ROAD 



 

 

 

 

 

RUST ON THE ROAD…CENTRAL U. M. CHURCH 

By Their Fruits Ye Shall Know Them 



 

 

 

 



 
A WEEKLY DIGEST OF RUST COLLEGE CAMPUS NEWS 

PUBLIC RELATIONS/FACILITY REQUEST SUBMISSIONS 
 
Requests for use of facilities, printed/digital materials, webpage edits/additions, social media posts, flyers 
and all other digital marketing campaigns MUST be submitted at least 10 days in advance to ensure ade-
quate timing for changes and execution. 

STAY CONNECTED! 



Merry Christmas and Warm Wishes 

for a wonderful Holiday Season 

and a very Happy New Year 

President Ivy R. Taylor 

Dr. Ivy R. Taylor 
President 

 
Mrs. Tiffani Perry 

Vice President for Institutional Advancement & Tranformation Officer 
 

Ms. Mary LeSueur 
Executive Director of Public Relations 

 
 

Mr. Gino Peterson, Digital Media Manager 
Mr. Torres Bell, Blackboard Administrator 

Photographers 
 

Mrs. Naomi Taylor 
Executive Administrative Assistant 

 
 

150 Rust Avenue 
Holly Springs, MS  38635 
Telephone:  662-252-8000 

Website:  www.rustcollege.edu 
Facebook:  @rcbearcats1866 
Instagram:  @rustcollege1866 
Twitter:  @RustCollege1866 

TikTok: RustCollege1866 
YouTube:  Rust College 

TV (local):  RCTV2 
Radio:  WURC 88.1 FM 
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